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What is synthesis...and what if dialogism replaced it? 

Hegelian/Fichtean Synthesis 

 

This philosophical lens highlights 
dialectics and a reductionist view of 
knowledge that  tends to support 
an industrial economy and more 
traditional models of teaching and 
learning. 

Bakhtinian Dialogism 

This philosophical lens highlights 
dialogics and an intertextual view of 
knowledge that tends to support an 
information economy and suggests 
that traditional models of teaching  
and learning are no longer sufficient.  
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"Dialectics was born of dialogue so as to return again to dialogue"--Bakhtin
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A dialogic lens reveals that... 

• All words and texts are social, creating simultaneity out of differences or intertextuality. 

 

• Intertextuality is a form of networking, making it an exercise in creativity and a performance. 

 

• Synthesis supports reductive thinking, and intertextuality supports Matrix Thinking. 

 

• Matrix Thinking is relational thinking, and it is applicable in the classroom and the workplace. 

  

• We live in a world of matrices (networks), and our practices should reflect this reality. 

 

https://books.google.com/books?id=Pa1iAAAAMAAJ&q=Dialogic+Imagination&dq=Dialogic+Imagination&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj57rX2l_XTAhUJ5YMKHaf-BTQQ6AEILDAB
https://books.google.com/books?id=UK4XHweWFuIC&pg=PA34&dq=Word,+novel+Kristeva&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjO8oWhmPXTAhUr6oMKHRBCCcgQ6AEIJjAA#v=onepage&q=Word%2C%20novel%20Kristeva&f=false


Can Matrix Thinking improve portfolio assessment in the Humanities? 

2017 HORIZON REPORT 

Key Trends and Challenges 

• Deeper Learning Approaches

• Growing Focus on Measuring Learning

• Blended Learning Designs

MATRIX THINKING 

Key Ideas and Solutions 

• Intertextuality and Interdisciplinarity

• DQP Matrix and VALUE RUBRICS 

• A Virtual Model for Learning and Assessment 

https://www.nmc.org/publication/nmc-horizon-report-2017-higher-education-edition/
http://faculty.weber.edu/cbergeson/quixote/martinez.pdf
http://faculty.weber.edu/cbergeson/quixote/martinez.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ace.147/abstract
http://degreeprofile.org/read-the-dqp/dqp-cover/
https://www.aacu.org/value


THE VIRTUAL CLASSROOM
Connecting Prior Learning, College-Level Learning, and Assessment



THE VIRTUAL CLASSROOM 
Connecting Matrix Thinking  and Assessment

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f9SWWPVKr4U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d5fqFlelXkg


     Designing a Portfolio 
Development  Assessment 

https://www.missed101.com/portfolio-resources


Solutions and Benefits 
A virtual classroom inspired by Matrix Thinking helps us to… 

• Integrate formal and informal learning experiences by blending models and methods.

• Connect disciplines and content to reflect the interconnected nature of all knowledge.

• Personalize academic content based on a learner’s prior knowledge and interests.

• Streamline the Prior Learning Assessment (PLA) process for the busy adult learner.

• Create continuity of learning for adults who experience gaps in their education.

• Conceptualize scalable models that others can adopt or adapt for PLA.

• Offer PLA opportunities to everyone, anywhere, anytime.

• Cultivate self-directed learning and lifelong learning.

• Promote PLA in the Humanities.



DISCUSSION 
What are some of the ways you think that we can improve portfolio assessment? 

How can Matrix Thinking help you to be more successful? 

What more can we do to promote PLA in the Humanities? 
 

 

To learn more, visit www.missed101.com 
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What Is and What If:  
(Re)Thinking Synthesis and Praxis for Portfolio Assessment in the Humanities 


 
Could faculty do more to promote Credit for Prior Learning and portfolio assessment in the Humanities? To address this question, I use Matrix 
Thinking (relational thinking) as a metaphor for Julia Kristeva’s Bakhtinian term intertextuality. I will reveal what it can teach us about 
knowledge, experiential learning, and assessment. Also, I use highlights from the 2017 Horizon Report to describe the ways that Matrix Thinking 
improves portfolio assessment in the Humanities. Before ending this presentation in discussion, I review resources that one can adopt or adapt 
for best practices. 
 
The Key Trends in the Horizon Report (HR) That Matrix Thinking (MT) Accelerates 


The 2017 Horizon Report was created “by the New Media Consortium (NMC) in collaboration with the EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative (ELI). The 
internationally recognized NMC Horizon Report series and regional NMC Technology Outlook series are part of the NMC Horizon Project, a 
comprehensive effort established in 2002 that identifies and describes important developments in technology poised to have a large impact on 
technology planning and decision-making in education around the globe.” It identifies several key trends that will accelerate technology 
adoption in education as well as significant challenges that impede such progress. Below are the trends that Matrix Thinking accelerates. 


HR: Deeper Learning Approaches.  “There is an ongoing emphasis in higher education on deeper learning approaches, defined by the William 
and Flora Hewlett Foundation as the mastery of content that engages students in critical thinking, problem-solving, collaboration, and self-
directed learning. To remain motivated, students need to be able to make clear connections between their coursework and the real world, and 
how the new knowledge and skills will impact them. Project-based learning, challenge-based learning, inquiry-based learning, and similar 
methods are fostering more active learning experiences. While deeper learning is proving to be effective for improving graduation rates in 
schools, its implementation in higher education settings is not as robust, pointing to the need for colleges and universities to make larger 
investments in quality teaching. As the enabling role of technologies for learning crystallizes, instructors are leveraging these tools to relate 
materials and assignments to real-life applications.” 


MT: Intertextuality and Interdisciplinarity.   As a language theorist, Mikhail Bakhtin’s dialogic theory of language is at the heart of 
intertextuality. For Bakhtin, one word connects to another: “The word in language is half someone else’s” (293).  The postmodern theorist Julia 
Kristeva reinterprets Bakhtin’s dialogism. Kristeva uses Bakhtin’s theory to coin the term intertextuality. She claims, “each word (text) is an 
intersection of word (text) where at least one other word (text) can be read” (37). Intertextuality and interdisciplinarity are figurative 
equivalents. Matrix Thinking is a metaphor for the complementarity that connects these concepts to systems thinking, which is important for 
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integrated education and interdisciplinary learning that links college-level content (Matrix Maps) to stories and cultural relationships  adult 
learners recognize and experience every day (Bertalanffy 51; Klein 23; Rossiter 2-4). 


 


HR: Growing Focus on Measuring Learning.  “This trend describes an interest in assessment and the wide variety of methods and tools that 
educators use to evaluate, measure, and document academic readiness, learning progress, skill acquisition, and other educational needs of 
students. As societal and economic factors redefine what skills are necessary in today’s workforce, colleges and universities must rethink how to 
define, measure, and demonstrate subject mastery and soft skills such as creativity and collaboration. The proliferation of data mining software 
and developments in online education, mobile learning, and learning management systems are coalescing toward learning environments that 
leverage analytics and visualization software to portray learning data in a multidimensional and portable manner. In online and blended courses, 
data can reveal how student actions contribute to their progress and specific learning gains.” 


MT: Degree Qualifications Profile (DQP) Matrix and VALUE Rubrics.  In order to create more consistency in determining what adult 
learners should be expected to know and do upon earning a higher education, the Lumina Foundation proposes the Degree Qualifications 
Profile (DQP), highlighting the learning outcomes in which college students should be proficient. They are specialized knowledge; broad, 
integrative knowledge; intellectual skills; applied learning; and civic learning. The DQP Matrix demonstrates how these areas intersect and 
support Matrix Thinking.  
 
The Association of American Colleges & Universities (AACU) created Liberal Education and America’s Promise (LEAP), a national initiative to 
promote liberal education and a set of Essential Learning Outcomes; however, I believe the DQP to be more useful for portfolio assessment. The 
assessment part of the LEAP initiative is called the Valid Assessment of Learning in Undergraduate Education (VALUE). According to the 
organization’s website, these rubrics “provide needed tools to assess students’ own authentic work, produced across students’ diverse learning 
pathways, fields of study and institutions, to determine whether and how well students are meeting graduation level achievement in learning 
outcomes that both employers and faculty consider essential.” 
 
The VALUE rubrics complement DQP and provide us with transparent ways to assess interdisciplinary learning and Matrix Thinking. The VALUE 
rubrics include Inquiry and Analysis, Critical Thinking, Creative Thinking, Written Communication, Oral Communication, Quantitative Literacy, 
Information Literacy, Reading, Teamwork, Problem Solving, Civic Knowledge and Engagement – Local and Global, Intercultural Knowledge and 
Competence, Ethical Reasoning and Action, Global Learning, Foundations and Skills for Lifelong Learning, and Integrative Learning. 
 


 



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludwig_von_Bertalanffy

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2010/01/27/aacu

http://degreeprofile.org/read-the-dqp/dqp-cover/

http://degreeprofile.org/read-the-dqp/dqp-cover/

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/2c386b_0d6c6adc7ce540a3b4416785bc0f09a4.pdf

https://www.aacu.org/leap/essential-learning-outcomes

https://www.aacu.org/value

https://www.aacu.org/value
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HR: Blended Learning Designs.  “Over the past several years, perceptions of online learning have been shifting in its favor as more learners 
and educators see it as a viable alternative to some forms of face-to-face learning. Drawing from best practices in both online and face-to face 
methods, blended learning is on the rise at colleges and universities as the number of digital learning platforms and ways to leverage them for 
educational purposes continues to expand. The affordances blended learning offers are now well understood, and its flexibility, [its] ease of 
access, and the integration of sophisticated multimedia and technologies are high among the list of appeals. The current focus of this trend has 
shifted to understanding how applications of digital modes of teaching are impacting students. Many findings showcase an increase in creative 
thinking, independent study, and the ability for the student to tailor learning experiences to meet their individual needs.” 


MT: A Virtual Model for Learning and Assessment.  Matrix Thinking is modeled using an online platform or virtual classroom. A virtual 
classroom is “a teaching and learning environment located within a computer-mediated communication system” (Hiltz 3). Intertextuality 
and interdisciplinarity follow the same logic of the hyper-textuality of the internet (Orr 44-50), thus making it easier to connect theory and 
practice but also learning and assessment for any adult learner seeking more accessible Credit for Prior Learning opportunities.  


 


The Significant Challenge in the Horizon Report (HR) That Matrix Thinking Addresses 


HR: Integrating Formal and Informal Learning.  “As the internet has brought the ability to learn something about almost anything to the 
palm of one’s hand, there is an increasing interest in self-directed, curiosity-based learning. Informal learning encompasses these types of 
activities, along with life experience and other more serendipitous forms of learning, and serves to enhance student engagement by encouraging 
them to follow their interests. Many experts believe that blending formal and informal methods of learning can create an environment that 
fosters experimentation, curiosity, and creativity. An overarching goal is to cultivate the pursuit of lifelong learning in all students and faculty. 
Institutions are beginning to experiment with flexible programs that provide credit for prior learning and competencies gained through 
employment, military, or extracurricular experiences. However, there is a lack of scalable methods of formally documenting and assessing skills 
mastered outside of the classroom and adapting pricing structures and financial aid models to fit new degree options.” 


MT: Solutions and Benefits.  Matrix Thinking helps us to (1) Integrate formal and informal learning experiences by blending models and 
methods, (2) connect disciplines and content to reflect the interconnected nature of all knowledge, (3) personalize academic content based on a 
learner’s prior knowledge and interests, (4) streamline the Prior Learning Assessment (PLA) process for the busy adult learner, (5) create 
continuity of learning for adults who experience gaps in their education, (6) conceptualize scalable models that others can adopt or adapt for 
PLA, offer PLA opportunities to everyone, anywhere, anytime, (7) cultivate self-directed learning and lifelong learning, and (8) promote PLA in 
the Humanities. 
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