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ME: 101 uses Matrix Maps to provide descriptive frameworks and contexts for the
bits and pieces of interdisciplinary information that shape human experiences.
More importantly, Matrix Thinking is the way one learns to discover, develop and
connect relationships inside and outside that framework in order to create a web
of meaning and a better education.

Superheroes, Salvation & the Architects of Utopia

This Matrix Map or learning guide is recommended for students interested in
Political Science, Philosophy, Religious Studies, Film and Animation, History and/or
International Relations.

Throughout time, people have dreamed of utopias or ideal communities beyond
their current realities. Whether it is in the form of ancient legends, cartoons,
literature or films such as The Matrix, the longing for a hero and a better world is a
common sentiment among the religious and non-religious, especially during times
of personal and national crisis. Visions of ideal societies have offered hope to the
despondent. They have influenced the establishment of colonies, cities,
immigration patterns and the aspirations of marginalized people around the world.
However, utopiasseldom turn out to be such ideal paradigms, as The
Autobiography of Moon County reveals. Utopian enterprises often morph into
dystopias due to bad leadership and ideology, especially when they combine to
personalize problems rooted in politics and policy. This Matrix Map will provide
opportunities for you to explore various utopian arrangements, both real and
imagined, and why they succeed or fail. Also, it reveals how heroism, faith and
hope continue to assuage discontent and inspire re-creations in spite of a long
record of global tragedy.
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A GUIDE TO MATRIX THINKING

Research the four terms in each case box to learn how they relate, then determine how one case
relates to the next case.Review the multimedia sources on YouTube as needed for added depth

and comprehension.Use the information for general knowledge or portfolio assignments.

= =
CASE 1 SOURCE WATCH
L d of Atlanti
1 - -egend ot Afantis Always remember that sources need to
L L be qualified before you use them for
2.Thomas More's 'Utopia assignments and activities.
B L m——— MULTIMEDIA SOURCES ONLINE
1. World Mysteries: Lost City of Atlantis
4, Oath of Supremacy 2. A Man for All Seasons (Charleston Heston)
- / 3. Sir Thomas More :
) S (1). What makes the source creditable
4. Henry VIII: The Most Iconic King in History : 5 )
t —— 5. Plato's Allegory of the Cave from The Republic ﬁ,r, Sl ol e RN G
- - 6. What Great Philosophy Can Teach Us... (2000) ’
CASE 2 7. Hypatia and Alexandria 1-5
8. Oneida Community Mansion House
1. The Philosopher King 9. Amish: A Secret Life
2' G LIS p (2). What kind of frame or perspective
f .
. _ MULTIMEDIA SOURCES ONLINE is used to make arguments and/or
3. Oneida Community present ideas? What is the source
1. Women in Sparta trying to get you to believe or (re)
A Hypatia g gisctiory offéVor:jder Woman consider?
\ ) . Codes of Gender
4. The Untold Story of American Superheroines
t —— | 5. Chisholm '72: Unbought and Unbossed
6. Jill Lepore: Secret History of Wonder Woman
4 CASE 3 A 7. Joseph Campbell's Hero's Journey Abridged
8. War Documentary: The Women of WWII (3). Are the ideas in the source
9. Wow 2015: Wonder Women of the Ancient World mainstream or marginal? Does the
1. Queens of the Amazon source promote understanding and
.. clarity? Is there an agenda?
2 . Wonder Woman
. MULTIMEDIA SOURCES ONLINE
3. William Moultan Marston
1. Joseph Campbell: Mythology of First City States
2. Mysteries of the Garden of Eden (History Doc)
kA'WW” YASP Program / B (4). What problem or question does the
4. Professor Ann Oakley: The Invention of Gender sotljrce i Fio addressg What are the
5. Biography: Satan: Prince of Darkness: Full ce lry ) o
——- thesis and main points? Are they
6. Quest for the True Origins of Civilization 5 .
- - 7 MISSED101.COM suppoged well? Is the evidence
CASE 4 8. The King James Bible Documentary logical?
9. How Christianity Conquered the Roman Empire...
1. Myth of Lilith * The Life of Apostle Paul
\
? .Garden of Eden -
MULTIMEDIA SOURCES ONLINE 5\ What expert Cinth
3. Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil ®)- 93 ST G e
1. How Life Began: Neil deGrasse Tyson ;ourc;a. ?houtLd you Eorﬁlﬁge —
o : 2. Sun: The Ultimate Source of Energy investigaiing the work of thes :
kA' Original Sin B 3. Zarathushtrian Religion, Philosophy and History for yourself? Is the'l)r work being used in
4. Price Lecture: Elaine Pagels the proper context?
t ———p- | 5. Osiris & Christianity-The Christian Adoption of
Egyptian Iconography, Symbolism, and Myth
(" h 6. Tom Harpur: The Pagan Christ
CASE 5 7. How Christianity Conquered the Roman Empire
8. UCF Presents: Freud, Moses, Exile
] . The Hall of Maat 9. Akhenaten: The Rebel Pharoah
A
2. The Weighing of the Heart MISSED101.COM
3. 42 Negative Confessions
4, The Land of Two Fields
b 4 \- v,




A GUIDE TO MATRIX THINKING

Research the four terms in each case box to learn how they relate, then determine how one case
relates to the next case. Review the multimedia sources on YouTube as needed for added depth

and comprehension. Use the information for general knowledge or portfolio assignments.

= =
CASE 6 SOURCE WATCH
] . The Promised Land (Canaan)
Always remember that sources need to
. be qualified before you use them for
2. Balfour Declaration assignments and activities.
T —— — MULTIMEDIA SOURCES ONLINE
1. Jewish History: Evidence of Ancient Israel
4. 1948 Palestinian Exodus 2. The Story of the Jews with Simon Schama
~ < e e (1). What makes the source creditable
4. The Transfer Agreement of 1933: Zionist Pact w Nazis - ﬁot creditable? How can you verify
—- | 5 Tragedy in the Holy Land: The Second Uprising i !
- oy 6. Dershowitz vs Chomsky Debate Israel at Harvard ’
CASE 7 7. American Radical - The Trials Of Norman Finkelstein
8. BBC Two: The Life of Muhammad (Parts 1-3)
1. Five Pillars of Isfam 9. Documentary Islam: What the West Needs to Know
. * Brzezinski on the Afghan War: Parts 1-3
. 2 .
2. Haj 7 (2). What kind of frame or perspective
. MULTIMEDIA SOURCES ONLINE is used to make arguments and/or
3. Succession to Muhammad present ideas? What is the source
1. Greatest Mysteries of Soviet-Afghan War, 1979-89 trying to get you to believe or (re)
4 Mujahideen 2. The True Story of Charlie Wilson's War (2009) consider?
\ v, 3. Stalin: Inside the Terror
4. Eric Foner on the Cold War Part 1 and 2
t —— | 5 Communism History of an lllusion
- - 6. Secret Life of Vladimir Lenin: Search for the Truth
CASE 8 7. Chpmsky on Lenin, Trotsky,_SociaIism, Soviet Union ) )
8. China: A Century of Revolution 1949/1976 (3). Are the ideas in the source
, _ o 9. POS 201: Intro to Political Theory mainstream or marginal? Does the
1. 'The Communist Manifesto *Thomas Hobbes and the State of Nature source promote understanding and
13 y clarity? Is there an agenda?
2. Vanguardism p
MULTIMEDIA SOURCES ONLINE
3. The Great Purge
1. Understanding the Two Sides of Ronald Reagan
A The Iron Curtain 2. Ronald Reagan: American Idol (BBC Doc)
\_ J i \?\/ehcr?'t Gngernment‘: Bj)” Moyer (1987) (4). What problem or question does the
. What is Reaganomics? ?
t ——- | 5. Documentary: Behind Iran-Contra Affair tsr:)éjsl'ge;':)étr%:idnd;?)isnsts;l\ll‘{]rzttirgzythe
6. Chomsky explains Cold War in 5 mins supported well? Is the evidence
é CASE 9 h 7. Nicaragua: A Nation's Right to Survive logical?
8. Christopher Hitchens Dispels Ronald Reagan Myth
9. Birth of Everything Corporatist and Conservative
1. Morning in America *FBI Investigations: True Story of Mississippi Burning
\ J/
7. Reagan Revolution -
MULTIMEDIA SOURCES ONLINE :
3 Star Wars (SDI Program) _ - (5). What experts are pre;ent in the
' 1. American Uprising: Story of the Largest Slave Revolt source? Should you consider
2. Civil War Journal: John Brown's War investigating the work of these experts
4, 1980 Neshoba Speech 3. Nat Turner's Rebellion: History.com for yourself? Is their work being used in
\ < 4. Taproots (1948) Parts 1-8 the proper context?
— 5. Tulsa, Oklahoma Black Wall Street Race Riot
6. The Rosewood Massacre
" N 7. The Elaine Race Riot: Parts 1-2
CASE 10 8. Stubborn as a Mule (Full Length Documentary)
9. Myth and Miracles from the King Years: Taylor Branch
1. The Great Migration *Inside Story: Who Killed Martin Luther King
3 A
2. Red Summer 1919 MISSED101.COM
3. Nicodemus, Kansas
4 Tulsa Riots
\ / . J




A GUIDE TO MATRIX THINKING

Research the four terms in each case box to learn how they relate, then determine how one case
relates to the next case.Review the multimedia sources on YouTube as needed for added depth

and comprehension.Use the information for general knowledge or portfolio assignments.

' ™

CASE 11

] . The Great Emancipator

?.American Colonization Society

3. Garveyism
A, Liberian Civil Wars
o J
>
( CASE 12 i

1. Jonestown
?.Six Day Seige

3. Jim Jones' 'The Letter Killeth'

4. Cult Awareness Network
o P,
| ——
-~ ~
CASE 13

] . Nietzsche's Ubermensch
2. Superman

3. Leopold and Loeb Murder Trial

4, Nazism
\. J
—_—
- t o
CASE 14

] . Hobbe's 'Leviathan'
2. English Civil Wars
3. The Commonwealth

4 Irish Penal Laws

4 J
jo—
([ CASE 15 i

1. John Stuart Mill's 'Dystopia’
2‘ The Panopticon

3. Big Brother

4. The Hunger Games (2012)
\.

MULTIMEDIA SOURCES ONLINE

1. Biography: Abraham Lincoln

. Lincoln's Free Black Colonization Scheme: Dr. Holzer
. Liberia: America's Stepchild 1- 6

. Firestone and the Warlords: Frontline PBS

. Enslavement to Emancipation

. The Story of Marcus Garvey: A Documentary

. Slavery by Another Name

. Jonestown: PBS Documentary

. Stealing a Nation: How UK/US Stole Diego Garcia

OCoO~NOOWN

-

MULTIMEDIA SOURCES ONLINE

. The Story of Superman: 1990 Documentary

. The Curse of Superman

. Super Heroes in Real Life (HBO)

. Why Are There No Black Superheroes

. The Matrix (1999)

. PBS Nova: Rise of the Robots (2016)

. The Perfect Crime: PBS American Experience

. A Guide to Happiness: Nietzsche on Hardships

. Rick Roderick: Nietzsche and Eternal Recurrence
*The Buddha: PBS Documentary

O©CO~NOOAWNE

e

MULTIMEDIA SOURCES ONLINE

. The State of Nature and the Social Contract

. The English Civil Wars

. Irish History: The Conquerors: Oliver Cromwell

. St. Patrick: The Irish Legend

. Famine to Freedom: The Great Irish Journey

. Ireland and the Slave Trade: Dr. Maurice Gleeson

. Roanoke: The Lost Colony

. American Holocaust: Destruction of Native People

. An American Utopia: Frederic Jameson in
Conversation with Stanley Aronowitz

OCoO~NOOOAWNE

-

MULTIMEDIA SOURCES ONLINE

1. The Life of John Stuart Mill

2. Bentham, Mill, and Utilitarianism

3. FULL DOCUMENTARY - Panopticon Privacy...

4. George Orwell: A Life in Pictures Full Documentary

5. Orwell Rolls in His Grave

6. Head of FBI Documentary on J. Edgar Hoover

7. Documentary: Edward Snowden: Terminal F (2015)

8. Introduction to Hegel's Social Philosophy

9. Utopia and Dystopia: Geographies of the Possible
* Aldous Huxley Interview 1958 (Full)

N

SOURCE WATCH

Always remember that sources need to
be qualified before you use them for
assignments and activities.

(1). What makes the source creditable
or not creditable? How can you verify
it?

(2). What kind of frame or perspective
is used to make arguments and/or
present ideas? What is the source
trying to get you to believe or (re)
consider?

(3). Are the ideas in the source
mainstream or marginal? Does the
source promote understanding and
clarity? Is there an agenda?

(4). What problem or question does the
source try to address? What are the
thesis and main points? Are they
supported well? Is the evidence
logical?

(5). What experts are present in the
source? Should you consider
investigating the work of these experts
for yourself? Is their work being used in
the proper context?
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Below is a list of assignments that you can use to develop a portfolio that documents and demonstrates
your mastery of the knowledge in this Matrix Map. You will need one biography and the guides located
under the portfolio resources menu at www.missed101.com. The guides are designed to help you
complete the activities below. Also, they provide you with lists of other activities you can adapt or adopt
for evaluation using the Degree Qualifications Profile (DQP) proficiencies and VALUE rubrics.

Activity 1: The Learning Log

In this activity, the goal is for you to familiarize yourself with descriptions of all of the biographies
and Matrix Maps (learning guides). Once you select what you want to learn, you will research the four
terms in each case in the Matrix Map to figure out what information the terms reveal and how that
information relates to the biography. Then you will connect the knowledge and select at least one
adjacent multimedia source that helps you deepen your understanding of the relationships. You will then
document your connections and your summary of the multimedia source and evaluate your learning
experience. Estimated pages for this activity: 7.

Activity 2: The Resume

In this activity, the goal is for you to learn how to frame your educational experiences and work
experiences in a resume format that is effective, substantive and professional. You will review sample
resumes and a cover letter in order to determine the best practices for the texts you hope to create for
yourself. If you do not want to use your own personal information for this activity, you can revise one of
the samples presented in the guide. Estimated pages for this activity: 2 to 3.

Activity 3: The Personal Narrative

In this activity, the goal is for you to learn how to frame your personal experiences or relate
aspects of your history that are not necessarily appropriate for a resume or cover letter but often required
for some professional and college applications. The personal narrative, sometimes called an
autobiographical statement, will allow you to showcase your writing skills and communicate a significant
experience that adds depth and context to your work experiences, educational background and future
goals and aspirations. Estimated pages for this activity: 3 to 4.

Activity 4: The Critical Analysis Using Theory

In this activity, the goal is to help you transition from personal writing to more academic forms of
writing and critical analysis using the character biography you selected. Learning how to analyze and
interpret using basic or advanced theory will provide you with an opportunity to better understand the
network of social relationships you encounter when using your Matrix Map and diagram. Also, it will
improve your ability to think and write critically using theoretical approaches and concepts that stretch
across multiple disciplines. Estimated pages for this activity: 8 to 10.

Activity 5: The Progress Report

In this activity, the goal is for you to learn how to use a progress report or proposal to assess the
portfolio activities and assignments you have completed so far. You will describe any problems you may
have completing the learning log, resume, personal narrative and critical analysis. You will have an
opportunity to evaluate what you have learned and what could be done to improve your learning
experience moving forward. Estimated pages for this activity: 2 to 3.


http://www.missed101.com/

Activity 6: The Annotated Bibliography in APA

In this activity, the goal is for you to familiarize yourself with the basic methods and formats for
putting together an annotated bibliography for two cases from your Matrix Map. The annotated
bibliography is a summary of the resources that you will use to create your argumentative research paper
in the style required by the latest edition of the American Psychological Association (APA) guidelines.
Before writing the research paper, you will practice citing and documenting sources in the APA style. The
annotated bibliography will provide you with an opportunity to learn the APA style while developing the
ideas that will be used in your paper below. Estimated pages for each annotated bibliography: 2 to 3.

Activity 7: The Research Paper in APA

In this activity, the goal is for you to learn the basic strategy for writing an argumentative essay
using the APA style and your annotated bibliography. You will have an opportunity to identify and learn
the importance of the parts and structure of a research paper in APA and why audience, framing claims,
counterarguments, rhetorical appeals and logical reasoning are all important considerations in the
development of persuasive academic writing using research. Estimated pages for this activity: 8 to 10.

Activity 8: The Annotated Bibliography in MLA

In this activity, the goal is for you to familiarize yourself with the basic methods and formats for
putting together an annotated bibliography for two more cases from your Matrix Map. The annotated
bibliography is a summary of the resources that you will use to create your argumentative research paper
in the style required by the latest edition of the Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines. Before
writing the research paper, you will practice citing and documenting sources in the MLA style. The
annotated bibliography will provide you with an opportunity to learn the MLA style while developing the
ideas that will be used in your paper below. Estimated pages for each annotated bibliography: 2 to 3.

Activity 9: The Research Paper in MLA

In this activity, the goal is for you to learn the basic strategy for writing an argumentative essay
using the MLA style and your annotated bibliography. You will have an opportunity to identify and learn
the importance of the parts and structure of a research paper in MLA style and why audience, framing
claims, counterarguments, rhetorical appeals, and logical reasoning are all important considerations in
the development of persuasive academic writing using research. Estimated pages for this activity: 8 to 10.

Activity 10: The Final Progress Report

In this activity, the goal is for you to use the progress report to describe your experiences
completing annotated bibliographies and argumentative research papers using your Matrix Map and
Learning Log. Also, you will have an opportunity to evaluate what you have learned and whether you feel
you meet the proficiencies targeted for each portfolio assignment. You will be able to suggest ways to
improve the effectiveness of the activities and learning experiences using Matrix Thinking and Matrix
Maps. Estimated pages for this activity: 2 to 3.



Activity 11: Portfolio Presentation

In this activity, the goal is for you to complete the Portfolio Proficiency Chart and learn how to edit
and revise the documents you have produced in order to present them in a portfolio. Depending on the
evaluator and audience for your portfolio, you will consider the best way to compile and present your
material in an organized, comprehensive and professional format. Traditionally, all of the documents
completed for portfolios are collected in folders, binders or notebooks with a table of contents, session
headings or tabs. The electronic portfolio is another option. Consult with your adviser or evaluator in order
to learn how your final portfolio should be presented.

AGUIDETO

MATRIX THINKING

|deas for Portfolio Design and Development
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(3). Are the ideas in the source mainstream or marginal? Does the source promote understanding and clarity? Is there an agenda?






(4). What problem or question does the source try to address? What are the thesis and main points? Are they supported well? Is the evidence logical?






(5). What experts are present in the source? Should you consider investigating the work of these experts for yourself? Is their work being used in the proper context?
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